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Statism

A society can have statism or have freedom. History has proven it impossible to have both. Our past
and successful formula of individual freedom and a restrained government relied on private
ownership and capitalism. Sadly, it would appear that the future of America is pointed away from
freedom towards government control - statism.

A society governed by statism concentrates power in the hands of a few who run everything using
central planning. This form of control redistributes existing wealth but has no interest in creating
wealth. So the inevitable consequence is that eventually the wealth runs out. Former British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher put it succinctly; “The problem with socialism is that you eventually run
out of other people’s money”.

Our various government programs of a helping hand have developed into entitlements or “rights”.
The benefactors of these programs have been led into dependency and continue to demand more. Excessive government
programs and services do not come out of benevolence but rather a need to control, which is the essence of statism.

Since World War II, the United States has been a super power. In each successive decade our concerns have expanded to
becoming the watch dog of the world, declaring a war on poverty (over 45 years ago!) and intruding more and more on our
citizens' individual rights and responsibilities. These selective actions expanded our government's role far beyond the
Founders’ vision. As a consequence, resources are being depleted and a huge government budget and deficit are
commonplace.

We should ask ourselves the following questions:

(DAre we guarding our self interest? “The more corrupt the state, the more it legislates”

(2)Are we developing a feeble society? Tacitus - Roman Senator and historian.

(3)What are our moral imperatives?
(4)Do we have a productive infrastructure?

(5)Will our generation have a proud legacy of accomplishments?

I hope readers will think hard on the answers.

The old saying that “those who refuse to learn from history are doomed to repeat it” is true. Unless we reverse the
accelerating slide to a Statism form of government, we will decline as a nation. That is inevitable. All major free
societies of the past who turned to statism eventually saw their freedom overrun by excessive power in the hands of a
few who controlled their citizens. For statism to work it must have a huge bureaucracy. Yet it is impossible for a
bureaucracy to run the lives millions of people without dire consequences.

The very nature of Statism is greed for control — the urge to have more and more power. A Statism society will eventually
implode (witness the Soviet Union). Its people will be overburdened with taxation and paralyzed into complacency. We
have ample history of failed systems that have undermined the individual spirit, individual initiative and hence all
productivity.

Our Founding Fathers renounced the rule of kings and queens. In America we were blessed to be freemen, to exercise our
God given individuality. We earn our just reward and we embrace the market system. We are measured by our
productivity, and we are respected for our character.

At Americanism Educational League, we provide traditional educational material to every level of the school system, to
political leaders and to the public. Statism or Nationalism must not be our form of government it will not advance our way
of life. Each generation must learn the lessons of the past
and knoW wh'at made our country greafc. In a free In This Issue
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From the Executive Director — Ideas Have Consequences

It was author Richard Weaver who coined the phrase “Ideas have consequences.” He
turned that thought into a book of the same name some 50 years ago which is still well
worth reading and available online.

AEL fully embraces the truism that ideas have consequences, and take the occasion of
publishing The American Spirit to present current and worthwhile ideas to our readers.
This issue we deal with statism, American “exceptionalism”, the deleterious effects that
occur when a country (Haiti) lacks property rights, and more. Those are the ideas, and
while most articles also present the ideas’ consequences, it doesn’t matter if you agree
with everything here or not. What we hope to accomplish is-- whether you agree totally
or not, these articles make you think.

Ideas and their consequences were at the core of America’s founding — they were absolutely central to the writing of
both the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. AEL is now in its 82nd year of advancing the ideas and
consequences of America’s founders, the values that made and have kept our country great. However we are facing the
consequences of the current economic downturn.

To be frank, AEL’s contributions have fallen off drastically. We have done serious belt-tightening in our AEL
operation. We do not want to curtail existing programs, which carry out our mission statement “to instill patriotism
and citizenship in America’s youth”. If you agree that this is an important task, and that AEL programs implement
that vision, PLEASE use the enclosed postage-paid envelope to send a tax-deductible contribution. Any amount will
help and be appreciated. This is not fishing — we throw nothing back because it is too small! We thank you in advance,
as do the thousands of students who benefit from AEL’s programs.

Bl Savacine

How Much Time Is Left for America?

The concept of a “Democracy Countdown” has been Professor Tyler set forth a series of steps that nations
around for decades. Recently brought to our attention progressed through:

again, it started us wondering if it was more relevant
today than in the past. We present it for your
consideration and thought. From bondage to spiritual faith.

From spiritual faith to great courage.

About the time our original thirteen states adopted their

From great courage to liberty.
new constitution in 1787, Alexander Tyler, a Scottish & & Y

history professor at the University of Edinburgh, had this From liberty to abundance.
to say about the fall of the Athenian Republic some 2,000
years earlier: “A democracy is always temporary in From abundance to complacency.

nature — it simply cannot exist as a permanent form of

government. A democracy will continue to exist up until From complacency to apathy.

the time that voters discover they can vote themselves From apathy to dependence.
generous gifts from the public treasury” (It should be
noted that several of the Founding Fathers, most From dependence back into bondage.

notably John Adams, made the very same

observation). “From that moment on, the majority

always vote for the candidates who promise the most Worth thinking about.
benefits from the public treasury, with the result that

every democracy will finally collapse due to loose fiscal

policy — usually followed by a dictatorship.”







