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THE BOTTOM LINE

It is the responsibility of the next generation to take

care of themselves. They will evaluate their
circumstances and decide for themselves what they can
do about what has been given to them with the talents
they possess. To that end, just what is the best legacy
that we can endow them?

At the Americanism Educational League, all of our
programs seek to recognize and reward leadership,

critical thinking and self-sufficiency. In each of our
programs we encourage students to participate in challenging ways to
research, think, debate, write and grow as individuals. My 20 plus years of
experience with AEL has proven that our young people cherish their
independence and freedom of thought — and that is a good thing.
Independence and freedom of thought are what brought this country into
existence and has kept it great. The students participation in our various
programs never let us down. We can count on them to be informed, future
leaders and responsible citizens.

From the tone of the students engagement in our programs you can see
their sense of pride to be Americans and dreams for a better future. Our
students know their participation is for their individual effort and for their
self-fulfillment — as well as that of their country and fellow citizens. Perhaps
the most satisfying aspect for me is to see their disciplined thinking and their

positive belief in our American spirit, traditions and values.

Year in and year out, we at AEL are pleased to see the students positive
response to our various, challenging programs. We acknowledge their
participation and stay in touch with our students through our Newsletter,
website and beyond. Several recent collegiate essay winners were encouraged
to enter the contest by teachers of theirs who themselves had been essay
contest winners in the past! The readership of “The American Spirit” is over

25,000 each issue and our Website gets thousands of visits each month.

The bottom line for the next generation - and for AEL — is to find
leaders. In that pursuit AEL gives students material and incentives. I am
certain that with proper encouragement and challenging programs, today’s
students will become leaders and role models for others to follow. The
understanding of our country's history and values is the best education we can
give the next generation. They will be the heirs to the greatest country on
earth.

Chairman of the Board

Healthcare a “right”?

Much of the current debate about changing
the American system of health care revolves
around the question of whether or not
healthcare is a fundamental “right”. The
following analysis is not meant to support or
oppose any specific legislation, but rather
examine the question of precisely what
“rights” are, and if they exist how to best
provide access to them.

The phrase “right to work” has echoed
through American history, but has that
concept ever been interpreted to mean that
the federal government has a duty to give a
job to everyone? Obviously not — that would
be impossible unless the state controlled
every aspect of economic life and restricted
the free initiative of individuals.
Communism tried that for 80 years and failed
miserably. Today we still have the failed
examples of North Korea and Cuba proving
the same point. What government does have
the responsibility to do is provide a climate in
which each individual is free to pursue work
to the best of his or her ability, and a climate
in which private businesses can prosper to
provide those jobs.

How about the “right” to food? We don’t let
people starve in this country. Thanks to the
efficiency and abundance of American
agriculture which feeds most of the world,
there is no reason for people to suffer
starvation. But does the federal government
have a duty to provide free food for everyone?
Again, obviously not. As with work, the
government’s responsibility is to provide a
framework in which people are free to work
and buy the food of their choice, to keep bad
folks from stealing that food, etc. People who
are unable to work are a different story of
course, and this country has one of the most
elaborate food “safety nets” in the world.

Continued on page 2
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A Note From The Executive Director-AEL NEEDS YOU !

As 2009 draws to a close you can be proud of what your organization — AEL — has
accomplished. We continue to grow, adding new incentives and programs to reach students
and teachers with our underlying message of “citizenship and patriotism”. Your heart would
warm to see the thank you letters we get from young people and their teacher’s around the

country.

Yet for AEL’s impact and mission to continue, WE NEED YOU. The economic downturn of

2009 affected our donors like everyone else, impacting AEL’s contributions throughout the

year. If you are a regular contributor we thank you, and ask if you can find it in your heart to

help one more time in 2009. If you haven’t given in awhile, please think about AEL’s mission and how vital it is. For
your tax-planning, remember that contributions to AEL are fully deductible. We've included a postage paid envelope in
this newsletter. Please help. Your organization — and the thousands of students we serve each year — needs you.

Holiday blessings and a happy, prosperous 2010 to all of you.

— Pl Saracirne

Health care a right? Continued From page 1

The same logic that applies to work and food goes for
health care as well. Should the government mandate
health care for all, or simply provide the oppurtunity and
circumstances where individuals are free to make their
own choices as they see fit? Of course some functions can
only be done by the national government — defense for
instance — but that and a few others are exceptions which
prove the rule.

Health care is no different. Who is best suited, on a
simply natural level, to give aid and care to a sick person?
Those closest to that person: his family, the local doctor,
nurse and hospital. Health care is fundamentally about
persons tending to the real needs of other persons.
Government, especially a remote federal leviathan, just
isn’t well suited to that task.

Skeptics would say that big insurance companies and big
hospitals aren’t very personal either — and they'd be
correct. But that only makes the point — the same
problems we see with big insurance companies are found
on a geometrically larger scale with big government.
Thanks to the free market you can leave one insurance
company and go to another, but you cannot easily leave
one government and go to another.

It is true that not everyone in America gets to choose
their health care provider or insurance company — though
most have at least a few options. But does that mean we
should move away from more choice and more freedom
toward an impersonal system run by federal bureaucrats?
Or should we try to find solutions that promote greater
choice and greater freedom for all, choices that return a
person-centered, freedom and choice centered system?

Whether the topic is work or food or healthcare, the

guiding principle about who or what should be
responsible is called “subsidiarity” and is often used in
religious and philosophical discussions. Don’t let that big
word subsidiarity scare you — its definition is pretty
simple: communities of a “higher” order should not
interfere in the workings of communities of a “lower”
order if so doing deprives the lower order of its proper
functions. Put another way — the more local and closer to
home that problems can be solved the more likely they
will be solved.

For example the family is the most basic unit of society —
a community of a “lower” order. Under the principle of
subsidiarity government as a “higher” order should never
interfere in the internal life of a family except in cases of
dire need. Similarly, a neighborhood, town, city or state
government should be left to do the things they can
handle on their own without the interference of the
“higher” order, the federal government. This is common
sense, and applies to families, businesses as well as
government.

Subsidiarity is anchored in the fundamental dignity and
worth of the individual. This is the foundation of society.
The more we get away from “lower” orders and move to
“higher” orders the more we get away from personal
responsibility, personal relationships and the easier it is
to lose sight of individuals and compromise their dignity
and freedom.

On page 7 of this newsletter you will find an article by
Dennis Prager, the title of which is “The larger the
government, the smaller the citizen”. That neatly
summarizes the choices in the health care debate. We
hope Americans choose freedom. -AEL




