<

Americanism Educational League

ul”" American Spirit

Volume 6 Issue 2

Citizenship and Patriotisin

Summer 2009

Freedom

he highest hope to which most people aspire is to be

free. However, do we take the steps necessary to be
free? Over the years Americans have become less self
reliant and hence less free. This has been caused by
many things.

We have become more and more accustomed to
government entitlements. If you don’t earn enough the
government provides tax refunds. As the ultimate
oxymoron, you can get a “tax refund” even if you haven’t
paid taxes. The list of entitlements continues on to food
with food stamps, rent through Section 8, free legal and
medical service etc. etc. The programs, which started
with seemingly worthy ideas, are now rife with abuse.

Americans have always expected our military wars to end in decisive
victory. The “War on Poverty” has lasted 45 years at a cost of tens of trillions
of dollars. Statistics show us further from “victory” in that war today than
when we started it in 1965, yet to complain is to be considered mean-spirited.

Restrictions and regulations have mounted over the years.
Environmental controls on land use and building development preempt
owner’s decisions and development plans. Health and safety regulations
stymie production.

The complicated mix of sales taxes, property taxes, income taxes,
state taxes and employment taxes are confusing and confiscatory a mix that
routinely takes over 50% of middle class incomes. The current tax system
penalizes success and rewards failure.

We have become a nation of litigants. Honest citizens and business
face legal harassment and enormous fees simply for trying to perform their
services in good faith.

Special business interest groups from farming to manufacturing
receive subsides. Our largest businesses now expect to be being bailed out of
their own mismanagement by taxpayers.

In the past Americans were expected to be independent, responsible,
and self reliant. Now problems are solved at someone’s else expense with big
government as the enabler. The traditional American “helping hand” in
times of trouble has become an endless taxpayer handout - now viewed as a
right. Our lawmakers take resources and productivity from one group and
give entitlements to another group. For their interventions they expect to be
reelected. And politicians love feeling benevolent. The great example of this
was encouraging home ownership among folks who clearly couldn’t afford it.
The whole housing system went “Hellter Skelter” to provide loans. As a
result our economy broke down.

Our representatives are supposed to be the servants of the people.
The people are now the servants of the representatives. The price we have
paid is the loss of freedom. Let us recapture our freedoms of the past. The
surest way is by once again being independent and self-reliant.

Chairman of the Board

It’ Isn’t Free
(Freedom, that is)

To the left of this column you will find a
message from AEL’s Chairman. It deals with a
cornerstone of why our country was founded —
freedom — and how that rock continues to be
eroded.

There is an old saying that “freedom isn’t free”
and many wise men and women through
America’s history have stated that each
generation must make a sacrifice in some form
or other in order to ensure freedom. President
Ronald Reagan put it this way: “Freedom is
never more than a generation away from
extinction”. President John Kennedy said “we
shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any
hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, in
order to assure the survival and the success of
liberty.”

We know the sacrifices of the Founders’
generation, and of “the greatest generation” of
the last century. We know them but as
Chairman Barbera points out we seem more and
more to neglect to honor them.

Ask yourself this question: What sacrifice has
the current generation of Americans made to
ensure the survival of freedom? We have brave
men and women doing so in the armed forces,
but what sacrifice has the generation as a whole
had to make? Is this generation capable of
heeding the wise words of Presidents Reagan
and Kennedy if they are called upon to do so?

Upon the answer to this question lies the future
success or ruin of the American experiment. We
at AEL view it as our mission to do everything
in our power to make sure that the current
generation of young Americans lives up to its
proud heritage. We've been at it for 82 years.
That’s what we do and we hope you will
continue to help us in that task.
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A Noie From The Executive Director

he close of the school year brings much activity for us — from judging our essay and investigative journalism award
programs to planning new offerings for the fall ‘09 school year, which in effect begins in early August for most teachers.

AEL is proud that we are still going strong at 82 years young — still working every day to fulfill our mission statement; “T'o
instill citizenship and patriotism in America’s young people.”

If you are reading The American Spirit I assume you have an affinity for AEL’s mission and know how important it is for
America’s future. If so, please consider helping us grow by sending a contribution in the postage-paid envelope inserted in these
pages. We receive no government funds, depending entirely on the generosity of individual and private foundation donors.

We do not often ask directly for your help, but as you might imagine the current economy has put a crimp in our contributions.
Any amount you can send will be appreciated and put to immediate use for our fall school semester programs. This is not like
fishing — nothing we receive will be so small that we have to send it back! AEL thanks you, and more importantly the
thousands of students we serve each year thank you as well. _ Bl Savacina

45 Years Ago...Lest We Forget

President Franklin Roosevelt's D-Day Message:
June 6, 1944

My fellow Americans: Last night, when | spoke
with you about the fall of Rome, | knew at that
moment that troops of the United States and our
allies were crossing the Channel

And for us at home -- fathers, mothers, children,
wives, sisters, and brothers of brave men
overseas -- whose thoughts and prayers are ever
with them--help us, Almighty God, to rededicate
ourselves in renewed faith in Thee in this hour of
great sacrifice.

in another and greater
operation. It has come to pass
with success thus far.

And so, in this poignant hour, |
ask you to join with me in
prayer:

Almighty God: Our sons, pride
of our Nation, this day have set
upon a mighty endeavor, a
struggle to preserve our
Republic, our religion, and our
civilization, and to set free a suffering humanity.

Lead them straight and true; give strength to
their arms, stoutness to their hearts,
steadfastness in their faith.

They will need Thy blessings. Their road will be
long and hard. For the enemy is strong. He may
hurl back our forces. Success may not come with
rushing speed, but we shall return again and
again; and we know that by Thy grace, and by
the righteousness of our cause, our sons will
triumph.

Some will never return. Embrace these, Father,
and receive them, Thy heroic servants, into Thy
kingdom.

Many people have urged that |
call the Nation into a single day
of special prayer. But because
the road is long and the desire
is great, | ask that our people
devote themselves in a
continuance of prayer. As we
rise to each new day, and again
when each day is spent, let
words of prayer be on our lips,
invoking Thy help to our efforts.

And, O Lord, give us Faith. Give
us Faith in Thee; Faith in our sons; Faith in each
other; Faith in our united crusade. Let not the
keenness of our spirit ever be dulled. Let not the
impacts of temporary events, of temporal
matters of but fleeting moment let not these
deter us in our unconquerable purpose.

With Thy blessing, we shall prevail over the
unholy forces of our enemy. Help us to conquer
the apostles of greed and racial arrogancies. Lead
us to the saving of our country, and with our
sister Nations into a world unity that will spell a
sure peace - a peace invulnerable to the
schemings of unworthy men. And a peace that
will let all of men live in freedom, reaping the just
rewards of their honest toil.

Thy will be done, Almighty God.
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The book entitled “American Lion” authored
by Jon Meacham covers aspects of Old Hickory’s
time in office similar to the

current times we are

experiencing. Just maybe as

history repeats itself we can

appreciate the mindset of

the first Democrat

President.

“In late May, two
essential issues-the tariff
and internal improvements
such as federally funded
roads, bridges and canals-
converged to mark a crucial
moment in the evolution of
presidential power.
Roughly put, proceeds from
the tariff filled the national
treasury, and those funds
helped pay for the projects
that were of most
immediate benefit to the
middle states and the West
(the Deep South was a long way from seeing its
own region linked with others). However logical
and appealing the idea may have seemed
skepticism about a large federal government-
which was, at least in Jackson’s mind, a different
thing altogether from skepticism about the
virtues of Union-remained the political reality of
the era. Internal improvements were the pork
(earmarks) of the day. Vice president Van Buren
watched with bemusement as congressmen
‘brought forward under captivating disguises the
thousand local improvements with which they
designed to dazzle and seduce their
constituents.’”

“But Jackson and Van Buren believed the
less government interference with the market,
the better, and they worried that federal funded
internal improvements in single states would
lead to corruption and an unequal distribution of
national resources.”
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“Partly because of his defeat at the hands

of the House in 1825, partly because of his fear of
the National Bank, partly
because of his distrust of
entrenched officeholders,
Jackson believed the country
was being controlled by a kind
of congressional-financial-
bureaucratic complex in which
the needs and concerns of the
unconnected were secondary
to those who were on the
inside. It was an
oversimplified view, to be
sure, but he was convinced of
it, as he was convinced that he
was to play the hero’s role.

Jackson said,

‘Distinctions in society will

always exist under every just

government. Equality of

talents, of education, or of

wealth cannot be produced by

human institutions. In the full
enjoyment of the gifts of Heaven and the fruits of
superior industry, economy, and virtue, every
man is equally entitled to protection by law; but
when the laws undertake to add to these natural
and just advantages artificial distinctions, to
grant titles, gratuities, and exclusive privileges, to
make the rich richer and the potent more
powerful, the humble members of society — the
farmers, mechanics, and laborers-who have
neither the time nor the means of securing like
favors to themselves, have a right to complain of
the injustice of their government. There are no
necessary evils in government. Its evils exist only
in its abuses. If it would confine itself to equal
protection, and, as Heaven does its rains, showers
its favors alike on the high and the low, the rich
and the poor, it would be an unqualified
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blessing.



