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What Is It All About?

As chairman of Americanism
Educational League I am often asked
this question: “ what is AEL all about”?
My mentor and predecessor here at AEL,
Mzr. Gerry Sheppard, was motivated by a
tremendous drive to do whatever possible
to encourage young people to become
excellent students. Teaching students
about America’s history and values has
always been our main goal, but we also
believe that in the process of doing that
we help the students achieve excellence,
not only in school but in their own lives as well.

All of our programs encourage students to meet various
challenges, whether it is researching an essay topic, writing
reviews of our videos, excelling in debate or mastering
investigative journalism. I have had the joy of seeing the work-
product of our participants. They are all quality students who
followed instructions, researched topics, showed initiative, and
made excellent presentations.

Many of the students delved into topics with little prior
information.. They thanked us for challenging them in areas so
they became more acquainted with the topic. As a consequence
we not only reward the winners we also provide incentive for
thousands of students to read, think and learn. This is the core
of good citizenship.

We cover grade school, high school and college/university
students with our programs. The participating students will be
the leaders of the next generation. We help ensure that future
statesmen, entrepreneurs, scholars and public servants are
equipped with the knowledge of what made America great.

I am inspired by our success. We have seen a past winners of our
essay contest have their children and/or students participate in
recent contests. I am amused to see our college journalism
contestants cover the same issues I witnessed while attending
college. I am thrilled to witness the debate contestants prepared
to speak intelligently on both sides of a topic. Our surveys on the
large number of students who watch our videos consistently show
that our service is a vital help to American history teachers.

So what is AEL about? It’s about serving students and
teachers...and by so doing serving America

Robert J. Barbera
Chairman of the Board

Fall/Winter Semester a busy one for AEL

s the leaves and seasons turn, AEL has been

busy launching our 2008 — 2009 school year
programs and continuing to serve students and
teachers.

Our core programs - video lending library and essay
contest - continue to grow and attract the attention
of thousands of students across the country. Our
newer programs, such as the collegiate investigative
journalism project, student citizenship award and
outstanding teacher programs, are being well
received in their second go-rounds.

We continue to look for innovative ways to be of
service to students and teachers, and as such are
happy to announce the launching of our “First Job
Interview” program, described in more detail inside
this issue of “American Spirit”.

As AEL enters its 9th decade of service, all of us
associated with it work hard to keep our organization
—and YOUR organization — energetic and effective in
reaching students and teachers throughout America.
AEL’s tasks have lost none of their urgency, and in
fact the state of modern education makes our efforts
more important as each year passes.

We won't fail or flag, and we thank you — our
readers, friends and supporters — for your continued
interest in our work. AEL turns 82 in 2009, and we
feel as young and vibrant as ever! Holiday blessings
and best wishes for a new year full of happiness and
success to all of you.
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A Note From The Executive Director

The Holiday season keeps us all busy, and AEL is no exception to that rule. We have
launched the 2009 versions of several key programs, and are in the midst of following

up with students and teachers.

In this issue of the American Spirit you will read about our brand new additions to our
video lending library, and the 2009 versions of our essay contest, outstanding teacher
award and a new program designed to help high schools students with their first job
interviews. You will also see a reprint of a classic of free-enterprise literature, “I,

Pencil”.

All of us at AEL thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your continued support,
good wishes and suggestions that you send us. As you know, our mission is “to instill

citizenship and patriotism in America’s youth”. We think that’s a most important
task, and we know we couldn’t continue to do it without you. If you or your company are interested in sponsoring any

AEL program please contact the office.

Thank you all, and best wishes from the AEL family to yours for a most happy and prosperous 2009.

“First Job Interview” Project

O ur high schools spend three or four years preparing
students to take the next step in the educational process,
whether to community college, 4 year university or an
advanced vocational school.

Yet a very basic skill is often over-looked — preparing for
the first job interview. Our conversations with small
business owners, job interviewers, students and teachers
alike convince us that a lack of basic interview skills
prevent many students from successfully reaching that
all-important first rung on the free enterprise ladder —
their first job.

The “First Job Interview” project aims to prepare
students to succeed at all aspects of a job interview. It
will include training on proper attire, attitude,
communication, resume preparation and real life
examples of what to do — and not to do. The final
segment of the project will put each student through a
mock job-interview, using business interviewers and
others with interview experience from “behind the desk”.

All students will be counseled and critiqued after their
mock interviews.

It has also been our observation that when talking to
students about proper attire for an interview, many of
them, regardless of economic status, have no frame of
reference. Part of this project will be to assist such
students in 1) knowing what is and is not appropriate
job interview attire; 2) getting vouchers from local
retailers that would cover specific basic clothing items
appropriate for a job-interview.

Your first job is a life-changing and rite of passage
experience. Too many students are handicapped
because of a lack of job interview skills. We believe that
this project can change that dynamic for students who
participate in it, and set them on the road to a lifetime of
success in and appreciation for American free enterprise.

Visit us at www.americanism.org
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