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EDUCATION

One of the defining evaluations of a
person is the degree of their
education. Being able to communicate
with a comprehensive vocabulary, having
a broad understanding of the world
around him/her, and the ability to reason
are the results of a rounded education.

Unfortunately, the trying times that
school teachers face strain the effort to
accomplish their calling to teach. Schools
are heavily laden with top heavy
administration, changing pedagogical
methodology, and above all a lack of respect for the teaching
profession.

A curriculum that stresses only academic subjects for all
students and does not provide courses in various trades and/or
commercial subjects make the education non relevant for many
students.

The Board of Americanism Educational League has secured a
niche in the educational system that must not be abandoned. Our
programs and materials have one purpose. We wish to stimulate
an appreciation for our country from our Founding Fathers right
up to the many patriots who have kept our traditions alive.
There is ample evidence that geography and history once taught
in school is seriously lacking.

We reach out to elementary schools by our free lending video
programs with subjects varying from American heroes to great
moments in our history. We also have citizenship program to
encourage elementary school students to be mindful and
respectful to their parents and the community around them. At
the high school level, we honor an outstanding teacher who is
recognized by his/her peers. At the college and university level,
we monetarily reward students who win our essay, debate, and
investigative journalism contests. In addition, our staff mentors
a college student intern and we provide a internet site with
information on timely topics.

We are proud to report all our programs are well received.
Our niche has proved to encourage students to become patriotic
citizens and leaders for the future.

Robert J. Barbera
Chairman of the Board

Award Season for AEL

Late spring and early summer is “award season” for
AEL, as four of our programs name winners and hand out
prize checks. The AEL office has been kept busy of late
with the culmination of the collegiate level essay contest,
collegiate level investigative journalism award, high-school
level Outstanding Teacher award, and Cal-State
Northridge (CSUN) debates all taking place.

This year marks the 29th essay contest, and this
program has become one of AEL’s anchors in motivating
students to learn more about American history and the
free enterprise system. Nearly 300 entries were received
from colleges and university around the country.

The Investigative Journalism Award is a new program,
designed to reward the best investigative journalism done
by a college journalism student. A prestigious national
advisory board was assembled and entries were received
from some of the most prestigious journalism schools in
the country.

The Outstanding Teacher award is also a new
program, which is meant to honor an exemplary high
school level teacher in American history and civics in
California.

Rounding out our awards season was the 2nd annual
AEL - collegiate debates held at CSUN on the same topic
as our essay contest.

All in all a busy time for AEL, but we wouldn’t have it
any other way. Each of these programs has a unique
approach, but each has as its central mission a fuller
understanding of our country, its history and institutions.
Each is meant to reward students — and their teachers —
who develop the ability to think for themselves and arrive
at mature, informed judgments.

We firmly believe that as we help America have a
national “student body” which can do that, all of our award
programs continue to advance our central mission of
“instilling citizenship and patriotism in America’s young
people. Thanks to all of AEL’s friends who make this
possible.
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A Note From The Executive Dll'eﬂﬂl'

There is so much news in this issue that my comments will of necessity be brief. I'd
ask all of our readers to peruse this issue, and after you've done so take another look
at it and think about all that AEL does. In just this issue we feature four different
programs to reward — and thereby encourage - excellence among students and
teachers, all aimed at a deeper understanding and appreciate of what makes America
“exceptional” in the true sense of that word.

All of these programs cost money however. The bill for just this round of awards
for the programs highlighted in this issue was $25,000. We could not do this without
your help, and toward that end we've included a postage paid envelope with this

newsletter.

Your contribution to AEL will be tax-exempt, and will insure that we continue to grow and serve an ever-larger group

of students and teachers. Thank you in advance! ...Bill Saracino

AEL’s Outstanding Teacher for 2008

SANDRA GROSS

S andra Gross, an honors level instructor in History
and English at Glendale Adventist Academy, is
the winner of AEL’s inaugural

She was awarded the 2003 Excellence in
Teaching Award by the Alumni Awards Foundation,
and travels extensively around the world

Outstanding Teacher Award.

The award’s purpose is “to honor that
high school teacher in the disciplines of
American history & Civics who has
demonstrated in the current year and
over the past few years the qualities of
creativity, effectiveness and inspiration
both in school and in the community.” A
quick glance at Gross’ resume shows that
she more than meets that criteria.

A teacher for almost 20 years, she
has been at Glendale Academy since 1993. Her
current courses include Honors U.S. History, Honors
Government, World Economics and Honors English
III. She is also the adviser for the Academy chapter of
the National Honors Society, and a member of the
school’s Academic Standards and Faculty committees.

to enrich the curriculum of her classes. In
the words of Glendale Academy’s
principal, Dr. Glen Baker, “her engaging
teaching style, creative learning activities
and demanding standards of excellence
make her one of the most -effective
teachers at the school.”

Our winner describes her teaching
philosophy in these words: “Teachers need
to model for students an advanced level of
dedication to honor and excellence.

Teachers who require the highest levels of
performance from themselves can legitimately
require it of their students. Those who lead by
example earn the respect of those who follow.”

Our hearty congratulations to Sandra Gross,
AEL’s Outstanding Teacher of 2008!
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