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Lady Liberty’s Light

he Statue of Liberty is, for me, a driving

force and image of the greatness of America
and what our country represents at its most
basic — liberty. Lady Liberty’s light is a beacon
that shines to the rest of the world with the
message; “If you are seeking liberty, you will
find it upon these golden shores”.

Our forefathers left countries which had been
darkened by tyranny, persecution, serfdom and
repression. In the glow of Lady Liberty’s light,
our country grew from a disjointed collection of
feuding colonies into the richest, freest and most
powerful country in history. I'm concerned, however, that the growth
of government power and intrusion in our citizens’ and our
businesses’ daily affairs is drastically dimming that light.

Rules and regulations of bureaucrats stifle the independence and
basic freedoms of all of us every day. Our free enterprise system
runs into impregnable walls, supported by faceless yet all-powerful
government agents. Individuals may have no stake in an issue, but if
they can hire a slick-enough trial attorney they can dictate how you
run your daily life, what you can do with your property, and how you
run your business.

If you read the Declaration of Independence, focusing on the list of
complaints about King George III and his “tyrannical” actions, it is
hard not to conclude that old George was a piker compared to many
in government today.

On the more personal side, too many of our citizens have forgotten
that the preservation of liberty requires responsible citizens who are
willing to exercise self-control. Just because we can do something
doesn’t mean we should. Liberty without this sense of personal
responsibility will soon become anarchy. John Adams was right
when he said that “democracy can only be preserved by a moral
people”.

That includes respect for opinions different than ours, and a broad
respect for the rights of others. As Jefferson wrote in the Declaration
of Independence, all men are indeed endowed by our Creator with
certain inalienable rights — and that includes folks we disagree with.

That said, history teaches one stark lesson about freedom, and
that is that as governments — even democratic ones — grow in power
they pose larger and larger threats to the basic freedoms of their
citizens. Every generation must renew the Founders’ commitment to
keeping Lady Liberty’s light shining brightly. We can do this in our
daily lives, and with our participation in the democratic process. As
the old saying goes, freedom isn’t free. It requires care and feeding
by those who enjoy its blessings. Don’t let the hub-bub of daily living
distract you from this task, less we wake up one morning to find the
Lady’s light totally extinguished.

Robert J. Barbera
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

AEL Turns 80!

EL celebrated our 80t birthday in February with

a gala banquet at the Warner Center Marriott in
Woodland Hills. Over 600 guests gathered to help
celebrate the occasion and make the evening a truly
memorable one.

Mrs. Jane Boeckmann, of Galpin Motors and Valley
Magazine was presented AEL’s “American Spirit
Award” in recognition of her remarkable career as a
businesswoman, philanthropist, entrepreneur and
community leader not only in the San Fernando Valley
but throughout California as well.

Mr. Michael Miller, multi-term honorary Mayor of
Woodland Hills, was given AEL’s “Duty, Honor,
Country” award in honor of his service in the armed
forces, (including a Purple Heart awarded during his
time in Vietnam), and his lifelong dedication to
advancing fundamental American principles and
values.

Well known radio and television personality Wink
Martindale kept the sell-out throng entertained while
performing his duties as Master of Ceremonies.
Another show business icon, Pat Boone, presented the
awards to Boeckmann and Miller, and entranced the
crowd by singing a song he had composed specially to
honor his good friends Jane and Bert Boeckmann.

After the awards presentation, nationally
syndicated radio host Larry Elder gave the gala’s
keynote speech. Elder’s speech was a tour-de-force of
his own experiences growing up in America as well as
a stirring defense of the country as we find her in
2008.

Judging from the prolonged standing ovation he
received when he finished, the audience enjoyed and
agreed with his remarks.

AEL wishes to thank all those involved in making
the gala a resounding success. We look forward to
“instilling citizenship and patriotism in America’s
youth” for another 80 years.

Photos from the banquet can be found on pages 4 & 5.
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