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Looking for Quality

Ordinary people abound.

There are many of us. But it is the
extraordinary people, those we
sometimes refer to as leaders, who
have paved the way for the rest of us
to enjoy so many things we have come
to take for granted, whether it is
television, wonder drugs or our own
personal freedoms. Our own history is
an excellent example of how quality leadership - displayed
by our founding fathers — can have long lasting effects.

One of the Americanism Educational League’s goals, and
probably one of our most important, is to encourage
students to raise their intellectual and personal standards
and recognize them for their efforts to do so. We do this
through challenging students: in essay contests,
investigative journalism, debating contests and being
responsible members of their local communities. AEL also
recognizes students for community/family leadership and
recognizes outstanding history/civic teachers.

There’s an old saying that goes, “If not us, who?” Were
AEL to forsake its leadership mission who knows which
future leaders would not be challenged, not live up to their
potential and therefore not develop into leaders?

Our programs encourage participation with financial
rewards but also give recognition to the students and their
achievements. Few leaders — in any field — mature and
develop without a positive self-image. Our mission is to
instill citizenship and patriotism in America’s young
people. We also challenge them to think for themselves,
act responsibly and develop the good habits of good
leaders.

The board of directors and I are very grateful to serve the
great traditions for which we stand. I feel very proud of
our standards of excellence and the rewards that come
from service to the League.

Looking to do the right thing.

Robert J. Barbera
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

28th Annual Essay
Contest Concludes

he recently concluded 28th annual AEL essay

contest was one of our best ever. Nearly 300
entries were received from a broad spectrum of
colleges and universities across the country. With
the disbursement of this year’s scholarships, AEL
has awarded over $300,000 through the years to
student winners.

AEL Chairman Robert Barbera commented that “we
conduct the essay contest on topics of current
interest and current affairs, hoping to spark a
continuing interest from the students in the
particular year’s chosen topic and American
government in general. We have received many
letters from students telling us that the interest they
first developed in an issue while researching it for
our essay contest developed into a major academic
pursuit or long term area of study and interest for
them. When we hear this we know that AEL is
making a long term difference for our country.”

Also very gratifying are the letters we get from
students telling us that researching the topic to
write the essay really made them think about an
issue for the first time or actually led them to change
their opinions. A vital part of the “citizenship and
patriotism” that AEL tries to impart to students is
an active, inquisitive mind, so the students have the
resources to defend their positions. The top two
winning essays are included inside. Read them and
enjoy! And take pride that as a supporter of AEL,
you made these possible. You'll also find pictures
and brief biographies of all 7 of our winners.
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Memo—Ffrom the Executive Director

Progress is Our Most Important Product
By Bill Saracino

I ‘ : agle-eyed readers of a certain age will remember that the headline for this article is borrowed from an

advertising slogan used by General Electric many moons ago. In reviewing where AEL stands as we enter the
fall of 2007 I felt the old GE slogan was most appropriate to sum up where we are. We continue to progress on all
fronts.

Our “anchor” program — the DVD lending library — shows signs of being busier than ever this coming school year.
Interest and early orders for our films are running well ahead of past years when nearly 100,000 students viewed
one of our videos. We recently added a dozen new titles to the library.

As you will read elsewhere in this issue of American Spirit, our 28th annual essay contest was most successful, and
the disbursement of winnings to this year’s students puts the grand total AEL has awarded over the $300,000
mark.

We are preparing to celebrate our 80th anniversary next February, and also launch two new programs — an annual
Outstanding Teacher Award for California and an annual investigative Journalism competition and award for
collegiate newspapers nationwide.

Visitors to our website continue to grow while more and more schools are taking advantage of the Student
Citizenship Award program to motivate students to be involved in their community and learn about American
history.

As we grow and are able to serve more and more students, we at AEL never lose sight of the fact that it is you — our
friends and donors — who make it all possible. We hope you share our pride as we work daily to fulfill out mission:

“To instill citizenship and patriotism in America’s young people.” We continue to make progress, thanks to you.

Thoughts on Kelo

Eminent Domain versus Self-Deter mination

By Robert J. Barbera, Chairman, AEL

od created the earth and everything in it. He was the

first to use eminent domain. He made the first
transfer from Adam to create Eve, and He made the first
transfer of land by kicking Adam and Eve out of paradise.
Now of course there is supposed to be adequate and just
compensation for eminent domain, and whether or not
Adam and Eve received such can be a topic for debate.
But while the Lord can act capriciously now and then, the
United States Supreme Court is most certainly not
supposed to do so.

This brings us to the question of how has the Almighty
State taken over from the Almighty Creator in exercising
unlimited power. Eminent domain is “the right of a state
to take private property for public use giving just
compensation.” In the last several years, various state and
local governments have gone wild with this power.

John Stuart Mill said "the worth of the state, in the long
run, is the worth of the individuals composing it". There are
times, especially when looking at eminent domain cases,

when the state does not appear to be living up to the good
and righteous quality of its citizens.

My purpose here is to get you thinking about moral right
and just compensation. Is the state representing the
community or is it trampling individual's rights for its own
goals?

A friend of mine inherited land in the Buffalo, New York
suburbs. The family intention was to wait for the city to
expand to reach their acreage and then develop the
property. As predicted, the city finally expanded to their
area, and they started their development plans. Then the
bad news came: their land was designated as a wild life
sanctuary under the 1973 Endangered Species Act. No just
compensation was awarded.

Another friend owned a house that was the third house
from a major street in South Pasadena. The first two
houses came down and made way for a shopping center.

(Continued on page 3)






