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We Have Value

or nearly eighty years the
Americanism Educational League
has had a tradition of viewing the
course of our great country to keep it
great. We are as American as apple pie.
However, when we see Big Government
abusing individuals, we take a stand.
One of our earlier causes with people
of like mind dealt with the evils of
communism. This was a battle that
lasted over thirty years. Fortunately for
it was a battle that was won. Our economic

everyone,
success is the wonder of the world.

We took on the issue of unfair taxation that existed within
the Estate Tax Code. We sent letters, newsletters, and
pamphlets noting the wrong sightedness of estate taxes.
Finally with the help of many like-minded people, the
Estate Tax Code was changed.

Later there was the proposed national medical plan which
would have socialized the entire medical system. Here, too,
along with others, we mounted a campaign to inform the
public and the legislators to see the folly of the proposed
medical plan.

We recognize big government has opened the way to get
bigger again. The interpretation of eminent domain, which is
the power of government to take your property, will
seriously impact the rights of individuals. Our unalienable
right to our property is being threatened.

Americanism Educational League is doing what it can to
right the course of eminent domain. We have chosen
eminent domain as the topic of this year’s essay contest for
college and university students. We provide awards to the
six top essayists. We receive several hundred essays each
year. Additionally noted, a local university, California State
University at Northridge (CSUN) has agreed to conduct a
debate forum regarding the same topic. Thus, last but not
least, your newsletter addressing these important topics
will reach hundreds of wuniversities, colleges, major
libraries, newspapers, and every legislator in the United
States Congress.

Big government must hear from us and we are doing
everything we can to make sure that happens. Our
individual spirit to be productive, to advance, to sacrifice,
and to share must be protected. As in the past, our small
organization is among so many individuals and groups
which have succeeded in making a better America.

Our freedom must be earned.
Robert J. Barbera, Chairman of the Board

AEL Highlights Eminent
Domain Abuses

As AEL Chairman Robert Barbera points out in the
adjacent column, the Supreme Court’s Kelo decision is a
serious assault on basic American freedoms.

Up until last year, “eminent domain” could be used by
government to seize private property only for very specific
“public use” purposes — things like highways, bridges,
government buildings, etc. Recently however the United
States Supreme Court set a dangerous new precedent in their
Kelo decision.

This decision makes it possible for government to take
private property — including your house — for any purpose
that increases government tax revenue from the land. If a
developer wants to put a car dealership, strip mall or any
other building on your lot and your neighbors’ lots that would
generate more tax revenue than private houses, the city or
county can now use eminent domain to take your property.

That is exactly what happened to the Kelo family and a
group of citizens in Connecticut. They did not want to sell or
move from their longtime family homes, but the city wanted
their land for a condominium/retail outlet development, and
used eminent domain to take them. The Supreme Court, in
their terribly misguided Kelo decision, upheld that action.

We at AEL think that is outrageous, and with your help we
will lead a national effort to spotlight the importance of
private property and the injustice of the Kelo decision. We
plan to make this decision and the right to own private
property the topic for our 2007 national collegiate essay
contest. With your assistance we will commission a series of
articles on the subject, and send them to hundreds of weekly
newspapers across the country. We have already been in
contact with other, likeminded public policy organizations
who agree with us that the Kelo decision is unjust and must
be overturned or invalidated on a state-by-state basis. These
organizations are eager to join with us in a united front to
defend the basic American right of private property
ownership.

AEL’s main audience is made up of hundreds of thousands
of students. We can’t think of a more important audience to
learn about the dangers of Kelo and the importance of private
property. Thank you for your continued faith in and support
of AEL as we strive to fulfill our mission — To Instill
Patriotism and Citizenship in America’s Youth.
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M emo—Ffrom the Executive Director

Of Essays, Debates & Thinking

By Bill Saracino

his spring and early summer brought with them the judging of our annual collegiate essay contest as well as
the first annual Robert J. Barbera/ AEL debate series at California State University, Northridge (CSUN).

The winning essays will be published in our upcoming newsletter, but we can report to you that the entries, from
colleges and universities across the country, were of high quality. A lot of thought went into them — and that’s the
important point.

The first annual debate at CSUN, on the same topic as our essays — “Does the Supreme Court’s Kelo decision
advance a legitimate government interest” — was very successful. Over 20 students from many difference academic
disciplines participated. From having watched both the preliminary rounds and the final round I can report it was
obvious that a lot of thought went into the debaters preparation — and that’s the important point.

As AEL fulfills its mission statement of “instilling citizenship and patriotism in America’s youth”, we want to
give students reasons to think, research and express opinions on their own. Students able to do that will, in the
long run, be just fine. AEL is proud to help them along that road, and we are, as always, grateful for the support of
our generous donors who make that possible.




