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The Kelo Saga

here was a time when

Communism was actively
being considered as a form of
government in United States. How
vividly I remember when private
property was under attack by
"share the wealth" enthusiasts. As
a young man, living in New York, I
wondered if we would have to
share our home with another
family and who would do the

chores. A stranger in need of a hot meal or helping

hand would always be welcome in our home.

We

didn’t need the government to tell us that.

Now, over fifty years later, zoning regulations,

eminent domain,

and other forms of government

intrusions have taken on the form of what we feared
in the old days. The old threat of private property
confiscation has become a reality. In this regard the

Kelo decision by

the Supreme Court, which allows

the State to take private property from one person for

the benefit of another person is shocking.

It is as

antithetical to the concept of “freedom” as any
government action I can think of.

The problem is our three branches of government
have lost their private property rights compass. We
have allowed government power greed to usurp
individual rights by controlling our property. For

years

Americanism Educational

League has

denounced big government. Bigness corrupts and our
government keeps getting bigger. Perhaps in the past
Government bigness was too remote to resonate.

A.E.L. will be devoting this article and future articles
to the Kelo Saga and related issues.

Private property is freedom

Robert J. Barbera
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
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AEL Dedicates New Office

he Americanism Educational League officially
dedicated its new headquarters in Monrovia with a
Board of Trustee Meeting on July 11th,

AEL moved from its longtime locale in Buena Park
in March. “It was bittersweet leaving Buena Park”,
Chairman Robert Barbera commented, adding “Walter
Knott was kind enough to allow us to have offices next
to Independence Hall on the grounds of Knott’s Berry
Farm for many years. When we moved from there it
wasn’t far, thanks to the foresight of Walter’s grandson
Steve, who currently serves as an AEL Trustee.

“Moving to Monrovia made great economic sense for
the organization, and will allow us to continue to grow
and expand our programs. However we will always
have fond memories of Buena Park, our two offices
there, and the many volunteers who used to stop by and
help”.

The July Board meeting also had several non-
Trustee members in attendance. Joining the Board at
lunch were representatives of L.A. County Supervisor
Mike Antonovich and local Assemblyman Dennis
Mountjoy. Also in attendance was Mike Spence, a
member of the West Covina School Board.
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