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he essence of the Americanism

Educational League 1is to
provide students with the
encouragement and the means to
learn the greatness of America, to
carry out our motto “to instill
citizenship and patriotism” in
today’s young people. One way to
do this is through our essay contest
and the timely topics we select
each year.

Citizenship and Patriotism

The Truth About America

Each fall our essay contest topic is sent to
hundreds of colleges across the country. It is
published on our website as well. We are gratified by
the response with this year’s total being close to 300
entries, representing a cross-section of institutions of

higher education.

Our monetary awards, which

increase each year, are certainly one incentive for the
students entering the contest. We know, because we
have heard from both students and professors, that
students also enter the contest because the topic
happens to be one they are intensely interested in or
the topic coincides with their course of study during

the year.

I've been delighted to see the time and energy the
students have put into their essays. As one of the
judges of the contest, it is exciting for me to see how
well organized and thorough the students are. We
know, again because we've heard from the entrants
and their professors, that the students wouldn’t have
given the particular topic the deep attention and
thought evidenced in their essays were it not for

AEL’s contest.

We are grateful to our sponsors, students and
professors for another successful essay contest. As the
Bible says, “you shall know the truth and the truth
shall set you free”. All of us at AEL take pride in
knowing that our essay contest, in some small way,
helps our students study and learn the truth about
America and what makes her special. That truth, in

the long run, will keep us all free.

Robert J. Barbera

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

AEL’s 27th Annual
Essay Contest

The 27th ANNUAL AEL essay contest has recently
concluded, and it was one of the best ever. Nearly 300
entries were received from a broad spectrum of colleges
and universities across the country.

As AEL Chairman Barbera says in his accompanying
article on the front page, we conduct the essay contest
on topics of current interest and current affairs, but and
to “jump start” the students’ interest the year’s chosen
topic. We have received many letters from students
telling us that the interest they first developed in an
issue while researching it for our essay contest
developed into a major academic pursuit or long term
area of interest for them.

Most gratifying though are the letters we get from the
students telling us that the topic really made them
think about an issue for the first time or actually led
them to change their opinions. A vital part of the
“citizenship and patriotism” that AEL tries to impart to
students is an active, inquisitive mind, so the students
have the resources to defend their positions.

This year’s crop of essays was of high quality, and
presented a real challenge to the judges. Our thanks
goes especially to AEL Trustee Dr. Gideon Lowe who
once again did yeoman’s work in the final stages of
judging the essays. The top three essays, which are
included inside, were particularly close.
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AEL Programs Continue
To Grow And Serve

By Bill Saracino

|\ /I any business organizations gauge their success on a “fiscal year” basis, usually from July 1st to the following June

30th, Others use the more conventional “calendar year” of January 1st to December 31st. We at AEL usually split

the difference. We use the “school year” of September through May for most of our programs, and the more conventional
calendar year for financial matters.

By any measurement, 2005 and what we have seen of 2006 have been good for AEL, and more importantly for the
students we serve.

0
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During the 2005 — 2006 school year just concluded, over 100,000 students across the country saw one of AEL’s videos.

The recently concluded essay contest set a near record for number of essays received — about 300. Additionally, the
schools participating represented a broad spectrum of colleges and universities, including some of the most
prestigious in the country. Of interest though to the vast majority of students, parents and teachers in the country
not associated with what would normally be called a “prestige” institution, this year’s first place essay winner is a
student at Bakersfield College, though it should be noted he is continuing his education this fall at U.C. Berkeley.

The financial support we receive from both our individual and our institutional/foundation donors increased
noticeably in 2005, and appears on track to exceed that in 2006. This is vital to us of course, as we can’t continue to
expand the number of students we serve if we don’t also expand our financial base.

Our newly inaugurated “Student Citizenship Award” program holds the promise of motivating thousands of middle
and high school students to learn more about American history and get more involved in their communities. Teachers
or students interested in more information can email us at the address listed on the last page of this newsletter.

Our newly revamped, all email Feature Article program will enable us to deliver high quality, pro-American opinion
writing to hundreds of weekly and small town newspapers across the country, whose readers would not otherwise be
exposed to these opinions.

We've much to do in expanding these and other AEL programs. The past 18 months or so have seen us take steps in the
right direction. But we don’t rest on our laurels. We're constantly looking for ways to improve what AEL offers America’s
students. For our past progress, and for our future promise, we thank all of you — our loyal supporters and students,
teachers and parents involved in AEL programs.

by Why the Minuteman? o

Q October 26, 1774, the reflect AEL’s mission and continue to be ready to respond at a
rovincial Congress of hopefully the quality of this minute’s notice, for the defense and
Massachusetts reorganized their publication. The Americanism preservation of our American way

defense, with one third of their

Educational League has for almost of life. The resolution of the

be called

regiments to
“Minutemen.” These were to be
the “first responders” to further
British infringements on the
colony’s rights and freedoms. The
Minutemen were expected to be
ready to take to the field and fight
at a minute’s notice.

We chose the Minuteman name
for our newsletter purposefully to

30 years been in the forefront of
“first responders” to the
infringements of big government
on our traditional rights and
freedoms as Americans.

We are proud of our past and
confident of our future. We intend
to continue to be on the front lines
of the battle for fundamental
American values and beliefs. We

Massachusetts Provincial Congress
said in part: “You are placed by
Providence in the post of honor...
The eyes not only of North America
but of all the world are upon you.
Guard well our honor and freedoms
as Americans.”

We will always strive to carry on
the tradition of the first
Massachusetts Minutemen.






